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past. Let us put them out of our minds. What is the
matter before us ? To win the war. You have a potential
store of popularity in the country which is as yet scarcely
broached. I have not. You have the solid support of a
party, most of the members of which, despite a small
rebellious faction, recognise themselves in you. I have
no such support. But I believe I have something: ideas,
courage, will. If you do not grant me your support, I
risk failure! That would be to the detriment of our
country, which you wish to save as much as I do. If you
give me no more than perfunctory or limited support I
shall be paralysed, and that would mean much time and
effort wasted, whilst Hitler will not have wasted his.
" Reconsider your refusal. If the vote of the Chamber
had been less equivocal you would not have resigned, you
would have proceeded with the Cabinet changes which,
I have been assured, you were intending to make. You
would have formed the great War Ministry which I
consider necessary. Do it, and I will go to the Elysfe to
tell M. Lebrun that I renounce the mandate he entrusted
to me and that you alone shall carry it out. Then I shall
be at your disposal to help you, in a post of combat, to
galvanise the energies of France."
To think and say that would not have been to finesse.
It would have been to play the great and truly patriotic
game. What would have happened ? Either M. Daladier
would have yielded to M. Paul Reynaud's arguments or
he would have persisted in his determination to go into
semi-retirement. In the first case the story of these
advances would have struck an exceptionally sympathetic
chord among the public and in political circles. The ice
would have been broken between the two men. M. Daladier
would have been compelled to entrust to M. Reynaud
either the Foreign Office or the Ministry of War despite
his own reluctance to give it up, for in an intimate
conversation Paul would have been able to demonstrate
to his leader, with documentary evidence in support, the